Highway bill overdue
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he Highway t4 Partnership diddn’t have much

to be optinnstic about this week when they
mel 10 review progress on getling the highway
improved.

In o year when everyone from the Minnesota Chamber
of Commerce to the state’s lurgest labor unions agreed
that it’s about time Minnesota starts dedicating more mon-
ey to highway projects, the Legislature entirely ducked
the issue. No transportation tunding bill was approved this
year, which means we'll see another year of highway un-
provement needs growing bigger and more expenstve (o
tix. |

This year’s expericnce certainly proves the need for an
advocacy group hike the Highway 14 Partnership 1o Keep
the pressure on lawwitkers to develop o meamogful trans-
portation policy and 1o devolte the resources needed
make the policy work. And yes, Republicans in the Legis-
lature, that means raising the gasoline tux that hasn’l been
changed since 1988.

- E - - L




